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Introduction 


Islam is based on the Qur'an, which is accepted by Muslims as the 
final revelation from God to man through the medium of His final 
Messenger Muhammad, whose life is in turn seen as the best 
example of how this Que‘anic message was and should be put into 
practice. Thus the two main sources of Islam, whether for matters of 
belief or practice, are firstly the Qur'an and, secondly, the sunna, or 
normative model, of the Prophet Muhammad, as recorded by those 
around him and transmitted to those after them down to the present 
day, In this chapter we look at the phenomenon of conversion 10 
Islam, basing our remarks primarily on what is said about it in the 
Que'an and on how this Que’anic picture was reflected in the lives of 
the Prophet and the first community of Muslims. 


Conversion as ‘submission’ 


‘There is no word in Arabic for ‘conversion’ per se. Rather, there is the 
idea of ‘becoming a Muslim’, for which the verb aslama (literally, ‘to 
submir’) is used. Ic is from this verb that the words “Mustim’, which is, 
grammatically, the active participle and means ‘one who submits, a 
submitter’, and ‘Islam’, which is the verbal noun — equivalent to the 
gerund in English ~ and means “submitting, submission’, are derived. 
‘Thus it could be said that ro understand conversion to Islam, one need 
g0 no further than understanding the name “Islam itself. 
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